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Grades 4-5 « Lesson 47 L llooollo R

Joseph Rises to Power |

Genesis 41:1-8, 41:15-16, 41:39-43, 41:48-49 | E

- L
God directed Joseph’s path so that he would be taken from prison to Pharaoh’s palace at just the right
time. Decode the hieroglyphics along Joseph's path to discover why God brought Joseph to Egypt. M V
Write your answer in the blanks below the maze. emory erse
Write the letters of the numbers they have
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ﬁ HomeWord ror rorents

In his position caring for other prisoners in the king’s jail, Joseph
met and interpreted the dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker
(Genesis 40). He correctly described what these servants’ dreams

' meant,butnearlytwoyears passed beforethe cupbearerremembered

@ What vou Heard In the Word him and recomrzendeyd him to Pharaoh as an interpreter of dreams.
* God gave Pharaoh dreams about the future that After giving God the credit (Genesis 41:16), Joseph explained
only Joseph could interpret. Pharaoh’s dreams, declaring that seven years of plenty would be

« Pharaoh liked Joseph’s plan to prepare for the com- followed by seven years of famine in the land. Impressed by Joseph’s

ing famine and made him a ruler in Egypt. interpretation and advice, Pharaoh appointed him over all the land

of Egypt (Genesis 41:41). Pharaoh gave Joseph authority with his
signet ring and honored him with gifts and a wife.

More details on Joseph’s position are given in Genesis 45:8, in
which Joseph identifies himself as “a father to Pharaoh, and lord
of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” These three
titles provide insight into Joseph’s roles as a leader. First, “lord of

Pharaoh’s house” was a title for chief steward of the king. The chief
steward oversaw the king’s agricultural holdings, including the
royal granaries. God prepared Joseph for this role when he made
Joseph the overseer of Potiphar’s household. Second, the title
i | of “father to Pharaoh” was used by Egyptians for officials who
IR provided long-term service or who performed a special favor for
the king. By interpreting Pharaoh’s dream and recommending
a plan for the famine, Joseph performed a special favor for the
king. The third title of “ruler over all the land of Egypt” could
refer to the position of vizier, or prime minister. The vizier was
a record-keeper, supervisor, agricultural overseer, and foreign
ambassador. The positions of vizier and chief steward were
important government positions, but the names of men who
held these positions during this time period have not been
discovered. By the time of the Middle Kingdom, there were
men who held both positions, so Joseph may have been one
of the first to do this.

C2 OutWord o Family Discussion

Suppose your friend says that God doesn’t
speak to people in dreams today, so Pha-
raoh’s dreams are just a story. What could
you say?

| believe the Bible is true. God doesn’t need
to use dreams today because we have his Word,
the Bible. The ancient Egyptians believed that
gods spoke to them in dreams, so God used a
dream to warn Pharaoh because he knew Pha-
raoh would pay attention. God can use
any method he wants to commu-
nicate with us because he is God
and we are not. We should never
doubt his Word.

Copyright © 2017 Answers in Genesis. All rights reserved. See terms in “Limited License to Reproduce.” Scripture
quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
AnswersBibleCurriculum.com



